To See His Face and Plant the Heavens

All over the world God is releasing understanding that is allowing His children of all ages to hunger to co-labor with Him in illustrating, demonstrating, manifesting, attesting to and proving the will of God on earth as it is in heaven. The word of the kingdom is finding receptive soil in hearts that have experienced the beauty of the face of God. Out of adoration and intimacy with the King of Glory these hearts are passionately and zealously yearning to have others catch a glimpse of the King of Heaven's activities in the lives of those they cross paths with on earth. This is not reserved for just a handful but the Holy Spirit came to access the realm of heaven and put on display the world they were born again (or from above) into. 

As Peter declared in Acts 2:38-39 about the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
"Repent (change the way you think) and be baptized (whelmed, immersed, stained) in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call." 
**********
We were born from above to see above and enter into above NOW, not when we die. Above is the opposite of beneath, heaven is the opposite of earth. Bringing heaven to earth is the daily assignment of those whose daily bread, the "shewbread", the bread of His face, His presence is their daily sustenance and enjoyment. Seeing Him as He is can only result in awestruck wonder and "hallowed be thy name" is the result in personal worship. The passionate pursuit to represent Him as He is on earth wants His dominion in heaven to be felt, seen, experienced and entered into by others on earth. 

We are reminded of that passage in Daniel 7:9-14, the scene when all thrones are cast down and God's throne becomes pre-eminent. You know, I always wondered about the moment when the cloud received Jesus up in Acts 1:9 and in Daniel 7:13, when one like the Son of man "came with the clouds of heaven and came to the Ancient of Days...." 
The next verse says, 
"There was given him dominion, and glory and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations and languages should serve him." 
When Jesus ascended in the cloud, all of heaven turned to see the one the Father loved and TO HIM was given DOMINION, a KINGDOM and GLORY. The Holy Spirit being released was to BEGIN THEN to enforce that dominion, establish the King’s domain or Kingdom and awakening the global cry for the GLORY of God alone, His Honor and Worship. 

Over 30 years ago when I was in Bible School I had a thought flash through my mind that kind of capsulated my relationship with God. It was this: 
I AM (God revealing Himself to me) 
YOU ARE (my response to Him) 
HE IS (directing others to Him)
***************

When Jesus rose from the dead and until the day in which He was taken up the scriptures say in Acts 1:3,
"... he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days and speaking of the things pertaining unto the kingdom of God" 
So the emphasis for forty days was:
1. Showing that He was alive.... and He did that by "MANY INFALLIBLE PROOFS".... He did many, a lot, numerous convincing proofs. HE CONVINCED PEOPLE that HE WAS ALIVE! 
2. Speaking of the things pertaining of or about the KINGDOM OF GOD. 

So He wanted His disciples to know that He was alive and kept giving proofs and evidences of being ALIVE. On top of that He focused His teaching to them about the KINGDOM OF GOD. Then He said "Wait for the promise of the Father". The disciples were wondering if He was going to restore the kingdom to Israel. Jesus was speaking of the Kingdom of God, the beginning of the everlasting dominion spoken of by Daniel as we read and THAT KINGDOM is in the HOLY SPIRIT (Romans 14:17). A Heavenly Kingdom was to be ushered into this world through a people that would be born into that kingdom. That people was then to receive the promise of the Father which would reveal His face and glory to them personally WHILE they were on earth BEFORE they died. They were also to demonstrate the character, personality and power of the King of Heaven wherever they were on this earth. The love that pulsated in Jesus Christ and consumed Him would be experienced by us, i.e. the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us. 

Now you can understand why we are exhorted in Colossians 3 verses 1 and 2 to "seek those things which are above…" and to "set your affections on things above…". The way we think, what moves our affections should be "ABOVE"!! Not when we die, not a longing for heaven SOMEDAY, but our "conversation" or citizenship "is in heaven" as Philippians 3:20 declares. There is a life available to every believer that is the "eye hath not seen and the ear hath not heard". That kind of life is the reason why Jesus spent His last 40 days on earth PROVING and DEMONSTRATING that HE was ALIVE and FOCUSING on the kingdom of God as the focus they were to have. 

WHY SHOULD IT BE ANY DIFFERENT FOR CHRISTIANS TODAY?
The two men in white apparel (angels) said these words to the disciples who watched Jesus ascend,
"... Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up to heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 
Now, they DID NOT SEE HIM come back that way while they were alive and the angels could have just been theologically establishing the visible return of Christ in that statement but they were talking to THEM not just us through these words. Jesus did say in John 16:16 and following that "a little while you shall not see me and again, a little while you shall see me....". He said in John 14:18, "I will not leave you comfortless, I will come unto you." We are not here to gaze into heaven wondering when that day will come but allow the Lord of Heaven to indwell us now. 

Jesus Christ said He was with them and will be in them. The promise of the Father and the ministry of the Holy Spirit is the personal experience of God, being given the ability to behold the Face of God, all that He is, experiencing the realm of heaven through the indwelling Holy Spirit and SHOWING THAT JESUS IS ALIVE BY MANY INFALLIBLE PROOFS!!! The message of the exaltation of the King is the beginning of people from every nation, tribe and tongue crying out "Shew Me Thy Glory", "Hallowed Be Thy Name" and basking in the love of the Father, His Smile and Favor through Jesus Christ. It is also the demonstration of the lifestyle of heaven on earth. The promise of the Father is quite a bit more than we have been taught in most cases. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit needs to be seen the way God sees it. 
***************
There are two verses that literally stunn me into realizing the incredible meaning of the Holy Spirit promised by Jesus Christ. The first scripture is found in Ezekiel 39:29:
"Neither will I hide my face any more from them: for I have poured out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord God" 

The pouring out of the Spirit was revealing of the Face of God Himself to the recipient. It is not just a feeling, a prayer language or equipment for ministry. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit was to usher us into an intimate relationship with God Himself. An intimacy defined as “into-me-see”. The focus was on seeing God, knowing God for ourselves. That is the real reason. You cannot declare accurately one you do not experientially know. "As He is, so are we, in this world" the Bible says. We need to know who He is and the Holy Spirit reveals Jesus to us as well as the Father and we are transformed as we behold the true image of God. 

He becomes our Father, we learn to cry "Abba", we become His children, we know we are loved without reservation, completely and unconditionally and we are captivated by GOD, an all encompassing awareness of HIM. We see into HIM and fall in love with HIM and worship and cry, "Holy and Hallowed Be Your Name". The Holy Spirit ushers us into the Holy of Holies where He becomes All in All. THE FACE OF GOD! THE KING IN HIS BEAUTY! Now, that is a promise, called to see the King! 

The second verse is found in Isaiah 51:16:
"And have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people". 
So here we are, on the earth, the Holy Spirit is going to be poured out and the Face of God and intimacy with Almighty God will be made available to mankind through Jesus Christ. Then, "covered ... in the shadow" of His hand, we co-labor with God to do what on this earth? "PLANT THE HEAVENS"! The focus of heaven is Jesus Christ and we see God in the face of Jesus Christ as Paul declared and we see the Father when we see Jesus, as He Himself declared to His disciples. Heaven is the ongoing revelation of the Face, more and more of who He is and what He is like, the ENJOYMENT of the King of Glory. The Holy Spirit came to begin that satisfaction now in the lives of believers and as we behold Him through the Holy Spirit, we will reflect Him and the world will see God in our faces, through our countenances. What we see of Him will be seen of Him in us to others who we come in contact with. The heavens are planted because we come from heaven, our home NOW into this earth wherever we are, knowing we are the reflection of the character of the King and the values of the Kingdom we live in. 

Also, as we live in worship, we want the world to know God's true heart for all the peoples of the earth. And we do that the same way Jesus did, through many infallible PROOFS that HE IS ALIVE. On earth as it is in heaven. If it doesn't exist in Heaven, it will not exist on earth. We plant heaven on earth! We confront sickness, disease, poverty, pain and sorrow and release healing, peace, joy, love, etc. Signs, wonders and miracles are just the personality of God, the way things there can be known here, the expressions of His love and commitment to deeply touch souls who have been harassed by Satan. Such a life is available through the Holy Spirit! What an incredible promise of life, the abundant life Jesus came to usher us into but how does one truly experience it? Is it possible? 

Jesus said that this life is received. In Mark 10:10-13 that "whosoever shall not receive the kingdom as a little child, he shall not enter in". WOW! In Matthew 18:3, "I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye SHALL NOT enter the kingdom of heaven". So we enter in by receiving and we receive by faith and that is why it is a PROMISE, the GIFT of the Holy Spirit. 

This flies in the face of the religious spirit which is always trying to get us to earn what blood has purchased to be given by the Father through faith. A child that has not been abused or hurt has the characteristics of humble dependence, is teachable and has full unwavering confidence, unconditional trust and accepts what is spoken in blind faith. That is why in Romans 8, the first thing coming forth is "Abba", or daddy or papa, an affectionate term for Our Heavenly Father. This is the battleground. 

We cannot fathom the phrase, "the unsearchable riches of Christ" because we have been taught a distorted image of God through life's relationships and we need to see goodness in ourselves to love ourselves, but HE DOES NOT. Jesus picked up the child, embraced the child. When we are born from above, we are carried out of the kingdom of darkness, out of the power of darkness INTO the kingdom of His Dear Son as we are EMBRACED by Him. That is where WE BEGIN our new life, in a new kingdom, eternally cradled in the strong, tender arms of Almighty God. Religious spirits rebuke this understanding just as the disciples struggled in the days of His flesh with this but the Face of God and the life of co-laboring with God is only known to the one who has become childlike and it is a life of wonder. 

This reality comes to faith and is received by faith and is enjoyed by faith, simple trust that IT IS TRUE! The Holy Spirit wants to usher us into the reality of His Face and a lifestyle Living In and Releasing the LOVE of Heaven! 
*****************
Lord, we love you, we really do. We so much want to be drawn with all our mind and affections into your heart, to feel as you feel and love as you love. The kingdom of Love is our home and we just yearn to behold you and be embraced by you and we come as a child, trusting and receiving freely of Your love and affections for us. We want to know you and we want You to be known for who You are and see others embraced by You. We worship you and bless you and thank you and know even this moment we are being renewed in our minds and transformed within by the Holy Spirit in Jesus Name! Amen!
